Musk
Duck
(Biziura lobata)

QUICK FACTS
• M
 usk Ducks are Australia’s strangest looking
waterfowl.
• T
 hey get their name from the strong musky smell
that is produced by a gland on their rump.
• M
 usk Ducks dive deep underwater to find most
of their food.

Length:		 Weight:
47-73cm		 900g–3.6kg
Identification:
Both male and female Musk Ducks share a similar
appearance, but females are smaller than males. They
have sooty-brown plumage, with paler brown barring on
the body. The male has a large lobe of skin hanging under
its bill. The female also has a lobe of skin on the underside
of the bill, but it is much smaller and only visible from
close range. Both males and females have a dark grey bill
and dark brown eyes with stiff tail feathers.

BEHAVIOUR

DISTRIBUTION & HABITAT

Musk Ducks are excellent divers and search under the
water for most of their food. They mainly feed on small
animals such as aquatic insects, crustacea, snails and
shellfish, but sometimes also take larger prey, such as
frogs, fish and even ducklings. They also eat the seeds
of aquatic plants.

Musk Ducks are found only in Australia mostly in southwestern and south-eastern parts of the country.

BREEDING
Male Musk Ducks have an energetic courtship display
and dominant males will often breed with several females
across the breeding season. Males can also be aggressive
towards one another during breeding season, with fighting
occurring between rivals. Musk Ducks courtship display
involves males raising and fanning their tail over their back
and inflating the lobe on their throat. They then splash
the water with vigorous kicks and throw their heads back
while making a loud whistle sound. This display can be
performed for long periods and can occur both during the
day and at night.
Musk Ducks nests are a large cup of trampled vegetation,
lined with fine grasses and feathers, usually hidden in
dense reeds.

Musk Ducks inhabit large, permanent swamps and lakes
with deep water, often with dense reed beds, and also
estuaries and sheltered coastal waters in temperate parts
of Australia.
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WHERE CAN I SPOT MUSK DUCKS
IN VICTORIA?
There have been some recent sightings of Musk Ducks
in northern Victoria such as near Lake Boga. Head over
to our Duck Detector map at discoverducks.org.au to
find out where you can spot some Musk Ducks.

