
QUICK FACTS
• Freckled Ducks are Australia’s rarest waterfowl.

•  During breeding season, the male Freckled Duck’s 
bill becomes crimson at the base.

•  Freckled Ducks are an ancient species and the 
only member of its genus.

Length:  Weight: 
48–59cm  910g 

Identification: 
Freckled Ducks are a dark grey-brown duck with a 
large head that is peaked at the rear. Their heads 
are distinctively narrow, and they have a slightly 
upturned bill. Their plumage features small, white 
freckles all over. Male and female Freckled Ducks 
are generally similar in appearance, but during 
the breeding season the male’s bill turns crimson 
at the base. 

Freckled 
Duck 
(Stictonetta naevosa) 

Also known as the ‘Canvasback,’ 
‘Oatmeal Duck,’ ‘Speckled Duck’, 
‘Monkey Duck’ & ‘Diamantina Duck’
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BEHAVIOUR
Freckled Ducks preferred feeding time is at dusk and dawn, 
as well as at night. They feed on algae, seeds, vegetative 
parts of aquatic grasses and sedges, and occasionally small 
invertebrates.

BREEDING
Freckled Ducks usually breed between June and 
December. However, they can breed at other times of the 
year if the conditions are favourable. They occasionally 
breed in large temporary swamps that are created by 
flooding events, but usually nest in densely vegetated, 
freshwater, inland wetlands. Freckled Ducks usually 
nest over water and at or near water level, sometimes 
on branches or the tops of shrubs or in old nests of other 
waterbirds. They build their cup-shaped nesting platforms 
by weaving fine twigs and line it with a layer of down. The 
female incubates the eggs (though the male may remain 
nearby to guard them) and broods the ducklings.

DISTRIBUTION & HABITAT 
Freckled Ducks are usually found in the Murray–Darling 
Basin and south-western Australia, but may be found in 
wetlands much farther inland. They prefer permanent 
freshwater swamps and creeks with heavy growth of 
cumbungi, lignum or tea-tree. During dry conditions, 
Freckled Ducks move from ephemeral swamps to 
permanent wetlands, such as lakes, reservoirs and sewage 
ponds. They generally prefer dense vegetative cover to 
rest in.
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WHERE CAN I SPOT FRECKLED DUCKS IN VICTORIA?
Freckled Ducks are listed as endangered in Victoria. There are several threats to the welfare 
and conservation of Freckled Ducks, including clearing and draining of wetlands and swamps, 
grazing and trampling of wetlands by livestock. Although they are protected species, they are 
sometimes shot by hunters, as they are often mistaken for other species of duck.

Head over to our Duck Detector map at discoverducks.org.au to find out where you 
can spot some Freckled Ducks.


