
QUICK FACTS
•  Australasian Shovelers bill is almost twice as 

broad at its tip than at its base.

•  They are often found associating with other 
species of ducks.

• �They�use�their�shovel�bill�to�filter�water�and�mud�
to�find�food.

Length:  Weight: 
46-53cm  545-850g 

Identification: 
Australasian Shovelers are sexually dimorphic, 
meaning males and females have two distinct forms. 
When they are breeding, the male has a deep grey-
blue head with a vertical white crescent between the 
bright-yellow eye and the bill. The male’s back and 
rump are black, and its shoulder and wing coverts 
are blue-grey with white strips. The upper breast is 
mottled,�and�the�lower�breast,�belly�and�flanks�are�a�
bright chestnut. Their most distinct features are their 
large bill and bright orange legs, and, in good views, 
the yellow eye. When not in breeding plumage, they 
appear rather similar to females. Females are mottled 
light brown with a brown bill and brown eyes. Their 
legs are also orange but with more of a brown tinge. 

Australasian 
Shoveler 
(Anas rhynchotis) 

Also known as the ‘Blue-winged 
Shoveler’, ‘Spoonbill Duck’, 
‘Shovelbill’ and ‘Stinker’



BEHAVIOUR
Australasian Shovelers are often found associating with 
other�species�of�ducks.�The�Shoveler�is�a�filter�feeder�—�
they use the special lamellae (grooves) along their large 
shovel-shaped�bill�to�filter�invertebrates,�such�as�insects�
and small crustacea, and a variety of seeds from the 
water and mud. Because they have such a specialised bill, 
Shovelers can only forage for their food in aquatic habitats 
on open water or in soft mud on wetlands.

BREEDING
These ducks will breed at almost any time of the year if the 
conditions are suitable, but mostly between August and 
November. Breeding often involves a communal courtship 
display. They build their nests in dense vegetation, 
especially reeds or long grass. Females incubate the eggs 
while males defend territory. The ducklings are raised 
solely by the female for around eight weeks.

DISTRIBUTION & HABITAT 
Shovelers can be found in all sorts of wetlands but 
prefer large, deep lakes and swamps, which may be 
heavily vegetated. 

The Australasian Shoveler is a highly mobile species. They 
can be found in Western Australia from the South Coast, 
north to North West Cape. In eastern and south-eastern 
Australia, the Shoveler can be found in wetlands east of a 
line from the Eyre Peninsula in South Australia to Cairns, 
including Tasmania. They also live in New Zealand where 
they are known to traverse the length of the North and 
South Islands.
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WHERE CAN I SPOT AUSTRALASIAN 
SHOVELERS IN VICTORIA?
Australasian Shovelers have been recently spotted in 
northern parts of Victoria, including near Kerang and 
Lake Boga. Head over to our Duck Detector map at 
discoverducks.org.au�to�find�out�where�you�can�spot�
some Australasian Shovelers.


