Pink-eared
Duck
(Malacorhynchus membranaceus)
Also known as the ‘zebra duck’
or ‘clown duck’

QUICK FACTS
• T
 he Pink-eared Duck is named for the spot of pink
feathers found on the side of their head.
• T
 hey have odd-shaped bills that have been
dubbed ‘flute bills’, where water is sucked though
the bill tip and expelled through the groves along
the side of the bill.

Length:		 Weight:
36–45cm		 270–480g
Identification:
The Pink-eared Duck’s nickname, ‘zebra duck’, may
come as no surprise as the underparts of their body
are white and dark brown stripes, mimicking a zebra’s
distinct stripes. Similarly, the large brown patches
around their eyes give them their other nickname,
the ‘clown duck’. They are named the Pink-eared Duck
for the spot of pink feathers that can be found on the
side of their head. When in flight, this duck will reveal
its white underwing lining and a white crescent on
their rump.

BEHAVIOUR

DISTRIBUTION & HABITAT

Pink-eared Ducks live in large flocks, but even while with
their flocks they like to remain in pairs. While in pairs they
feed in a head-to-tail spinning or vortexing motion – it
almost looks like they are dancing with one another! When
they feed their odd-shaped bills remain submerged in the
water so they can collect their food. The fringed grooves
along their bill helps them filter out microscopic plants
and animals, which make up the bulk of their diet.

Pink-eared Ducks are nomadic and can be found all across
Australia, but only occasionally venture south to Tasmania.
They also tend to avoid the driest parts of Australia such as
parts of Western Australia and South Australia. They love
to travel inland and will avoid coastal wetlands.

They love to perch outside of the water on logs and
branches and are often found in in shallow and temporary
waters. However, when they are with their flocks, they do
enjoy large-open wetlands.
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BREEDING
Pink-eared Ducks can breed all year round, but this is
dependent on water levels in their habitat. They are
monogamous, meaning they form life-long bonds with
their chosen mate, with males showing off their diving
motion during their courtship of the female. They will
lay anywhere from 6 to 8 eggs that the females incubate,
however, both parents take care of the young once
they hatch.
Their nests are usually open and hollow such as the trunk
of old, dead trees. However, they will usually prefer to take
over the nests of other birds if possible.

WHERE CAN I SPOT PINK-EARED
DUCKS IN VICTORIA?
Unlike Wood Ducks and Pacific Black Ducks, Pinkeared Ducks are a little more elusive. This year there
have only been a few sightings in Melbourne. However,
in regional Victoria including locations such as Bendigo
and near Lake Corangamite have enjoyed some recent
sightings. Head over to our Duck Detector map at
discoverducks.org.au to find out where you can spot
some Pink-eared Ducks.

