Blue-billed
Duck
(Oxyura australis)
Also known as the ‘Stiff tail’,
‘Spinetail’ or ‘Diving Duck’

QUICK FACTS
Male Blue-billed Duck
• O
 nly adult male Blue-billed Ducks have the
distinctive sky blue bill.
• W
 hen they are disturbed, instead of flying away
they will dive deep under water.
• The Blue-billed Duck is endangered in Victoria.

Length:		 Weight:
25–44cm		 810–850g
Identification:
Despite being named the Blue-billed Duck, only the
male of the species has the distinct sky blue bill.
This is not the only difference between male and
female Blue-billed Ducks.  Males have deep chestnut
plumage with a dark head and upper neck. The female
has a brown bill and darker plumage than the male,
with each of the female’s feathers featuring narrow
bands of light brown. The nicknames ‘Stiff tail’ and
‘Spine tail’ come from the stiff pointed feathers at
their tail, which is usually held flat on the surface of
water. But while the male’s tail is dark brown, the
female’s upper tail is black.

Female Blue-billed Duck

BEHAVIOUR

DISTRIBUTION & HABITAT

The Blue-billed Duck has earnt its nickname as the ‘diving
duck’, as it likes to feed in water by diving below the
surface and foraging for food in the mud. It will also dive
deep underwater to escape danger rather than flying away.
This duck has a diverse diet feeding on aquatic insects
such as chironomis fly larve, caddis flies, dragonflies, flies
and water beetle larvae. They will also eat the seeds, buds,
stems and leaves from fruit and plants.

The Blue-billed Duck is endemic to Australia and is found
in temperate wetlands in the south-east and south-west.
They can be found on large, deep lakes and also freshwater
dams. During daylight hours the Blue-billed Ducks will
spend time alone in concealed bays with dense vegetation.

They will sometimes congregate in large flocks of a
thousand birds, but during the breeding season they are
solitary nesters. Unlike the Australian Wood Duck, the
Blue-billed Duck is rarely found on land. When they do go
onto land they walk with a penguin-like gait, but in water
they are known to be excellent and speedy swimmers.

The Blue-billed Duck is currently listed as endangered
in Victoria. Habitat destruction and modification such
as clearing, cropping or burning has contributed to its
endangered status.
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BREEDING
Unlike many native ducks, Blue-billed Ducks are
polygamous and their breeding pair bonds are short-term.
They prefer to breed in secluded locations and make their
nests from cumbungi beds or other vegetation that is
found over water. They like to construct their nests out
of typha leaves and a thinly lined down. They will usually
breed from August to November, with the female laying
4-6 eggs and incubating them for around 27 days. Male
Blue-billed Ducks do not take part in nest building or
incubation of the eggs.

WHERE CAN I SPOT BLUE-BILLED
DUCKS IN VICTORIA?
As the Blue-billed Duck is currently listed as
endangered in   Victoria meaning they might be
a little difficult to spot, particularly in suburban
areas. Head over to our Duck Detector map at
discoverducks.org.au to find out where you can
spot some Blue-billed Ducks.

