
QUICK FACTS
•  They are nicknamed ‘Maned Goose’ because 

people think they look more like miniature geese 
than ducks.

•  Wood Ducks love heavy rainfall because this is 
when the tastiest bugs emerge. They also love 
laying eggs after heavy rain.

•  They are better adapted to walking than 
swimming or diving.

Length:  Weight: 
44–50cm  700–955g 

Identification: 
The Australian Wood Ducks have earnt the nickname 
‘Maned Goose’ because of their very goose-like 
appearance. The feathers around their neck and 
breast also give the impression of a lion’s mane. In 
flight, Australian Wood Ducks’ wings come out on 
show. Their wing tips are black and their wings are 
a pale grey with a white bar on the underside of the 
wing. Like many ducks, male and female Australian 
Wood Ducks vary in size and appearance. Males tend 
to have a darker head and smaller mane with speckled 
brown-grey bodies, a black undertail and black lower 
belly. Females have paler heads with white stripes 
above and below their eyes. Their breast and flanks 
are also speckled with a white undertail and white 
lower belly.

Male Australian Wood Duck

Female Australian Wood Duck

Australian 
Wood Duck 
(Chenonetta jubata) 
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BEHAVIOUR
Unlike most ducks, Australian Wood Ducks do not favour 
swimming and will only enter open water if they’re 
disturbed. Instead, they prefer to waddle around and graze 
on grass near fresh waters. They are one of the few native 
species in Australia that has benefited from agriculture 
developments such as dams, irrigated crops and pools. 
They can often be found in large flocks feeding on grasses, 
clover, other herbs and sometimes insects. 

BREEDING
Australian Wood Ducks form monogamous relationships 
and breeding pairs and will stay together all year around. 
They are known as being very family-oriented ducks, with 
both parents taking care of their young. Breeding will 
normally take place during spring in southern areas of 
Australia, but this is usually based on rainfall. They can lay 
anywhere between 8-12 eggs and usually prefer to do this 
after heavy rain. The female will incubate these for 28 days 
while the male guards the nest.

Their nests are usually made of wood chips and located 
in hollows in living trees sometimes far from water. Soon 
after they hatch, the young are called out of the nesting 
hole (possibly high up in a tree) by their parents on the 
ground. With encouragement, they jump out of the hole 
and fall to the ground to find their parents. Young are fed 
by both of their parents and ordinarily remain with them 
for around a month after fledging.

DISTRIBUTION & HABITAT 
Australian Wood Ducks are found across most of Australia. 
Flocks of hundreds of birds can be found gathering 
in southern areas of Australia in autumn and winter. 
They prefer to live near freshwater in grasslands, open 
woodlands, wetlands, and flooded pastures.
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WHERE CAN I SPOT AUSTRALIAN 
WOOD DUCKS IN VICTORIA?
As one of the most common duck species, Australian 
Wood Ducks can be found across Victoria including in 
suburban areas and in the city. You may have passed 
a Wood Duck flock on a daily walk and perhaps not 
even noticed. Always remember to look up when 
searching for Australian Wood Ducks as they like to 
live in trees. Head over to our Duck Detector map at 
discoverducks.org.au to find out where you can spot 
some Australian Wood Ducks.


