Australian
Shelduck
(Tadorna tadornoides)
Also known as the ‘Mountain Duck’
or ‘Chestnut-breasted Shelduck’

QUICK FACTS
Male Australian Shelduck
• T
 his duck prefers fresh water and if they’re in
a saltwater habitat must be within easy reach
of fresh water.
• A
 ustralian Shelducks have been known to create
permanent pair bonds.
• A
 ustralian Shelduck flocks fly in a long lines or
in ‘V’ formations.

Length:		 Weight:
56 –72cm		 1.2–1.5kg
Identification:
The Australian Shelduck is our largest native duck.
It has a small head and bill and striking, colourful
feathers. The upper parts of this duck are mainly
black, but it has beautiful cinnamon or chestnut
coloured feathers on its breast. Its wings are black
and deep chestnut, featuring a large green window,
also known as a speculum, on its wing. Male and
female Australian Shelducks do differ in appearance.
Females have a distinct white ring around their eyes,
whereas males have a largely black head and neck,
slightly tinged green and sometimes a white ring
around the base of their bill.

Female Australian Shelduck

BEHAVIOUR

DISTRIBUTION & HABITAT

Australian Shelducks will sometimes congregate in large
flocks of more than a thousand birds. They especially do
this when they are moulting. These ducks have a unique
quack, with males calling out loudly with honking-grunting
sound and females replying with an ‘ong-ank, ong-ank’
sound.  The Australian Shelduck is also a very strong
swimmer, especially in high waters. They are not known
for their diving, only diving to escape danger during
moulting season when they cannot fly. This duck likes to
graze on green grass on land or near shallow water to find
their food. They will also occasionally feed on algae, insects
and molluscs.

The Australian Shelduck can be found in south western and
eastern parts of Australia but is only occasionally found in
the north in the Kimberley region of Western Australia and
Central Australia. They prefer fresh water and are often
found near freshwater swamps and lakes and enjoying
gathering on large, deep wetlands. While they will venture
into habitats with salt water, the Australian Shelduck must
always be within easy reach of fresh water.
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BREEDING
Australian  Shelducks are monogamous and have been
known to create permanent pair bonds. When they breed,
they prefer to nest in large hollow trees well lined with
down. However, this duck will also occasionally nest in
rabbit burrows or in hollows on cliff faces. Females can
lay anywhere from 10 to 14 eggs and will spend around
33 days incubating them while the male fiercely defends
their territory. Once hatched, Australian Shelducks will
lead their ducklings away from the nest when they are
around two days old, and they remain in a family group
for up to six weeks.

WHERE CAN I SPOT AUSTRALIAN
SHELDUCKS IN VICTORIA?
Unlike Wood Ducks and Pacific Black Ducks,
Australian Shelducks are a little more elusive,
especially if you live in Melbourne. Head over to our
Duck Detector map at discoverducks.org.au to find
out where you can spot some Australian Shelducks.

